TO THOMAS CARLYLE                    ~

and which if I had not outgrown, and speedily too there
could have been little worth in me.   Do you remember
a paper I wrote in an early number of Tait, reviewing
a book by a Mr. Lewes (a man of considerable worth of
whom  I  shall have  something more to say yet)    That
paper paints  exactly the state of my mind and feelings
at that time.    It was the truest paper I had ever written
for it was the most completely an outgrowth of my own
mind and character; not that what is there taught was the
best I even then had to teach, nor perhaps did I even think
it so, but it contained what was uppermost in me at that
time, and differed from most also that I knew in having
emanated from me, not, with more or less perfect assimila-
tion, merely worked itself  into me.    Now, from this my
intellectual history, in relating which I have faith that I
have not presumed too much upon your interest in me
you will easily see why it is that we two have so rarely
canvassed together, or even mentioned to each other, our
differences.    I never, or rarely, felt myself called upon to
come into collision with any one, except those to whom I
felt myself altogether superior, and with whom, if I had any
intellectual communion, it was not for the sake of learning
but of teaching.    I have not till lately, and very gradually,
found out that this is not honest; that although I have not
positively, I have negatively, done much to give to you and
to others a false opinion of me, though the deliberation
with which you form your opinions, always waiting for
sufficient grounds, has, I think, protected yon from forming
an actually false opinion of me, and I have only to accuse
myself of not having afforded you sufficient means of form-
ing the true.   Whether if you knew me thoroughly I should
stand higher, or lower, either in your esteem or in your
affection, I know not; in some things you seem to think
me further from you than I am, in others perhaps I am
further from you than you know.   On the whole I think
if all were told I should stand lower; but there cannot
fail, any way, to be much which we shall mutually not
only respect bmt greatly prize in each other; and after all,
this, as you and I both know, is altogether of secondaryours, of a quite lower kind,ill not
